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ECS 306 SYLLABUS – Fall 2008 
 

REQUIRED TEXT:  Marian Marion, Guidance of Young Children  (Seventh Edition). 
 
RECOMMENDED: Faber & Mazlish, How To Talk So Kids Will Listen & How To 

Listen So Kids Will Talk, Avon Books, Revised 1999. 
 
Also required will be some supplemental reading.  The supplemental reading will be in the form of 
handouts and supplemental books.  Supplemental books may be located in local libraries and 
commercial bookstores. 
 
This course will provide a study of positive guidance and discipline for parents and teachers.  
Emphasis will be on understanding development, temperament, experiences, relationships and 
learning how these factors interact and result in behavior.  Methods of communication, goals of 
misbehavior, and natural and logical consequences will be included as we discuss sound practices for 
helping children develop a sense of self-control and interdependence 
 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 

Attendance:  A ttendance at all classes is required. Missing three or more classes will result in NOT 
being able to receive a passing grade.  You are responsible for acquiring all information, handouts, 
and assignments you missed due to an absence from a classmate and not the instructor.  Three late 
arrivals or leaving early will equal one absence. 
 
Class Participation:  Students will arrive on time, be prepared, have the required text(s) and have 
completed the required reading prior to class and participate appropriately in class and group 
activities, and stay the entire class time.  Cell phones & pagers must be turned off or on vibrate, if it 
goes off you will be asked to leave for the remainder of the class period. Not participating in class 
discussions, role-plays, small group activities or dominating class activities will negatively impact 
your course grade. 
 
In Class Assignments:  In class assignments and evaluations must be completed and turned in the 
day of the class.   These assignments will not be accepted late.  If you miss a class you will not be 
allowed to make up the missed in class assignment(s).  These assignments will be based on in class 
lecture, videos, discussions, small and large group activities, and role-plays. 
 
In-Class Activities:  Students will be prepared to discuss the class topic by reading the corresponding 
chapter(s).  Other activities include, but are not limi ted to, analyzing the content of various videos, 
participating in group discussions, presentations, small group activities, and role-playing. 
 
Exams, Papers, Observations & Projects:  All assignments must be completed on the scheduled 
dates.  Late assignments will NOT be accepted.  When applicable, work completed outside class will 
be typed.  (Handwritten papers will be returned to the student.)  ALL individual work turned in 
must be your own.  Students are required to do their own reading of materials, you may work 
together to synthesize and understand the information, however the written work, exams, and oral 
presentations MUST BE YOUR OWN WORK IN YOUR OWN WORDS! Be sure to cite any quote 
you use.  Any plagiarism w ill result in an ÒFÓ for all involved. 
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Grades: 
Because you are in the best posit ion to determine what you have done and learned in this class, you will 
determine your own grade based on the following criteria. Based on the criteria we develop in class, you will 
score each of your assignments on a sliding scale of 0 Ð 4 before turning  it  in. Consider the amount and qualit y 
of the work you did  as you decide on the specif ic grade point  for yourself .  If I take issue with your decision, 
be prepared to defend your score based on the in class criteria, although as the instructor I reserve the right for 
the final grade determination. 
 
2.0 Active participation in all  in class activ it ies and assignments and completing all  reading & 10 minu te 

quizzes, and any ÒApply  Your KnowledgeÓ(AYK) or ÒReflecting on Key ConceptsÓ (RKC) assigned 
from the text, weekly  class evaluations, reflections/ journal assignments, worksheets, the init ial and 
final self -assessments, and completing the course final receiving an average of 3.0+ grade point on all work.  
A “C” is average, basic understanding of the topic/information. 

 
3.0 A ll the above, plus read the recommended book and complete the accompanying worksheets and the 

in book assignments, and any addit ional outside projects or observations or assignments given receiving 
an average of 3.25+ grade point on all work.  A “B” is a very good, solid understanding of the topic and 
beginning ability to apply the information. 

 
4.0 A ll the above, plus read a book from the book list, then write a synthesis paper, a one page handout for 

your classmates, and five an oral presentation on the book, receiving an average of a 3.5+ grade point on all 
work.  An “A” is an exceptional understanding of the topic and the ability to apply/use the 
information correctly and consistently. 

 

Assignment Descriptions 
 

NOTE:  all assignments are due on the date listed on the syllabus.  Papers should be clearly organized, typed, neat, and 
orderly.  In class papers must be legibly printed in blue or black ink.  While this is not a writing class, it is a college level 
course.  Proper spell ing, grammar and complete sentences and paragraphs are assumed.  If your writing is not at college 
level you will be required to work with a tutor and all your papers w ill need to be signed off by the tutor. All assignments 
must be your own work in your own words.  Be sure to score yourself before turning your work in based on the criteria 
developed.  All graded & returned papers will be kept in a 3-hole notebook and resubmitted as a portfolio on December 
6th w ith the assignment log sheet.  Missing work will not count towards the final course grade. 
 

Guidance of Young Children, Reading, Quiz, & Homework 
Read the chapters prior to class as per the Weekly Class Schedule.  The day the chapter is to be read you must take the 
quiz at the start of class. Submit any required ÒApply Your KnowledgeÓ (AYK) or ÒReflecting on Key ConceptsÓ 
(RKC) homework.  Submit any questions you sti l l  have after reading the chapter or  IÕll assume you understand 
everything covered in that chapter. (Mandatory for all students working towards a “C” or better grade.) 
 

Final Exam: 
  A  final exam will be distributed by April 19th,  and will be due on May 17th.  (Mandatory for all students working 

towards a “C” or better grade.) 
 
How To Talk So Kids Will Listen & Listen So Kids Will Talk, Book Reading & Assignments: 

Read the book carefully; use it as a workbook (complete all the assignments in the book).  A lso complete the 
worksheet assignment the Instructor provides for each chapter and the Learning Experience Wr ite Up as per the 
weekly class schedule.   Your book will need to be turned in on November 29th to verify the book assignments have 
been completed correctly and in your own words. (Required if working towards a “B” or better.)  All of your 
readings and assignments due as per the weekly class schedule. 

 

Book Review: 
Each student w ill select a parenting/ discipline book  other than the text, (and it must not be one you are reading for 
one of your other ECS classes) to be read and reported on. Other titles may be selected w ith the instructorÕs 
permission. See handout for criteria for the paper and the one-page synopsis needed for each of your fellow students 
on the day of your presentation.  Be prepared to give short oral presentation.  A list of possible books for the report 
w ill be distributed in class. (Required if working towards an “A” in the class.)  This assignment & presentation is 
due on May 3rd.
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WEEKLY CLASS SCHEDULE 

 

Changes announced in class take precedence over this published schedule and requirements. 
 

Week of Readings (read prior to class meeting) Topics & Assignments Due 
Sept 1st             Syllabus & Handouts Introductions 
  
Sept 8th            Marion, Chap 1 Parenting Styles 
  DAP Child Guidance Chapter 1 
   
Sept 15th          Discipline vs. Punishment - Ch 1 Quiz 
 - Ch 1:  Reflecting on Key Concepts (RKC)  #1  
  
Sept 22nd         Marion, Chap 2  Applying Knowledge of Development 
  Apply Knowledge of Child Development Chapter 2  
   - Ch 2 Quiz 
  Faber, Chap 1 - RKC #, 7 
  Helping Children Deal with Their Feelings Faber Worksheet Ch 1  
  
Sept 29th    Marion, Chap 3 Observations 
  Observing Behavior in Child Guidance Chapter 3 
  Faber Ch 2 - RKT # 1, 2, & 3 
  Engaging Cooperation Faber Worksheet Ch 2 
  
Oct 6th    Marion, Chap 4 Direct Guidance Strategies 
  Direct Guidance Chapter 4 
   -  Quiz 
  Faber Ch 3 - ALL Apply Your Knowledge (AYK) 
  Alternatives to Punishment Faber Worksheet Ch 3 
  
Oct 13th    Marion, Chap 5 Indirect Guidance    
  Indirect Guidance Chapter 5  
  Faber Ch 4 - Quiz 
   -AYK All  
  Encouraging Autonomy Faber Worksheet Ch 4 
  
Oct 20th    Marion, Chap 6 Self Esteem & Moral Development 
  Authentic Self-Esteem &  Moral Identity Chapter 6 
   - Quiz 
  Faber Ch 5 - AYK 3 
  Praise & Acknowledgement Faber Worksheet Ch 5 
        
Oct 27th     Marion, Chap 7 Resiliency  
  Resil ience & Stress In Childhood Chapter 7 
   - Quiz  
  Faber, Ch 6 - RKC # 1 , 2 & 3 
  Freeing Children from Playing Roles Faber Worksheet Ch 6 
  
Nov 3rd    Marion, Chap 8 E.I. & Anger Management 
  Emotional Intelligence & Anger Mgmt Chapter 8 
   - Quiz 
  Faber, Ch 7 - RKC # 1 & 5 
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WEEKLY CLASS SCHEDULE continued 

 

Changes announced in class take precedence over this published schedule and requirements. 
   
Nov 10th      Marion, Chap 9 Prevent Violent Behavior & Understanding 
  Preventing Violent Behavior & Chapter 9 
  Understanding Aggression in Children - Quiz 
  - RKC #1 & 3  
   Final Exam Distributed  
  
Nov 17th          Marion, Chap 10  Chapter 10 
  Guiding the Development of Prosocial Behavior - Quiz 
   -   RKC # 1 & 2 
  Marion, Chap 11 Chapter 11 
  Minimizing Challenging Behavior - Quiz 
   - RKC @ 1, 2 & 4 
  
Nov 24th    Marion, Chap 12 Chapter 12 
  Theories:  The Foundation of DAP  - RKC # 1 , 2,  3 & 4 
  Child Guidance - Quiz 
  Marion, Chapter 13 Chapter 13 
  AYK:  Use the Decision-making Model of  - Quiz 
  of Child Guidance - AYK 3 scenarios of your choice 
      
Dec 1st          Book Presentations All Book Reports & Presentations Due  
        
Dec 8th   Book Presentations Portfolios & Final Exam Due 
   Final Self-Assessment 
   “The Web” 
        
Dec 15th           FINAL CLASS  No Class Due to Graduation 
        
 
 
YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE for giving Admissions and Records a drop form if you drop this course. 

I MAY DROP YOU after three absences if your commi tment is unclear to me. 


