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II N T R O D U C T I O N  T O  N T R O D U C T I O N  T O  EE A R L Y  A R L Y  CC H I L D H O O D  H I L D H O O D  CC U R R I C U L U MU R R I C U L U M   
ECS 302 CLASS SYLLABUS 

Ohlone College  - Spring 2008 
Wednesday 9:00 – 1:20 

 
J. Michele McDowell, M.S., M.B.A. mmcdowell@ohlone.edu 
CDC, Office 104 www.ohlone.edu/people/mmcdowell 
(510) 979-7453  
 

REQUIRED TEXTS:  
  
1. Developmentally Appropriate Practice in Early Childhood Programs, Sue Bredekamp & Carol Coppkee, 

editors (Washington, DC:  NAEYC, 1997, revised edition) 
2. Playful Learning and Teaching, Integrating Play into Preschool and Primary Programs, Judith Kieff & Renee 

Casbergue (Allyn & Bacon, 2000) 
3. Spreading the News, Sharing the Stories of Early Childhood Education, Deb Curtis & Margie Carter (St. 

Paul, MN: Redleaf Press, 1996) 
 
A lso requi red will be some supplemental reading.  The supplemental reading will be in the form of handouts, 
supplemental books and on-line sources.  Supplemental books may be located in libraries and commercial bookstores. 
 
RECOMM ENDED TEXTS: 
 

1. Roxaboxen, Alice McLerran, (Puffin Books, 1991) 
2. Family Friendly Communications, (Washington, DC:  NAEYC, 800 424-2460) 
3. Teaching Stories, Judy Logan, (Kodanshaa International, 1999) 
4. Creative Curriculum for Early Childhood, 3rd Edition, Diane Dodge (Gryphon House, 1992) 
5. Reflecting Children’s Lives, Deb Curtis & Margie Carter, (Redleaf Press, 1996) 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
Application of skills, knowledge and principles used to plan curriculum in early childhood programs 
from infancy through school age.  Acquiring attitudes and dispositions toward a child-centered play 
based curriculum.  4 Units 
 

COURSE GOALS &  OBJECTIVES: 
This course is designed to provide practical information and experiences for teachers to: 

1. Plan, prepare, set-up, and evaluate developmentally appropriate curriculum activities for 
young children. 

2. Observe young children, assess the learning environment and recognize developmentally appropriate 
activities in early childhood educational settings. 

3. Compare and contrast techniques for planning appropriate learning experiences for 
individuals and groups of young children by developing curriculum plans. 

4. Formulate a personal philosophy of early childhood education based on theories of child 
development and early learning. 

5. Compile a portfolio to use as a resource and assessment tool for curriculum development. 
6. Identify ways to set up healthy parent-school relationships. 
7. Design photo documentation boards or books to educate others on learning through play. 
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REQUIREM ENTS &  ASSIGNMENTS: 
 

1. Attendance and Participation is central to this course.  I expect each student to contribute to the 
learning experience of the class as a whole.  I expect you to attend each class meeting for the full 
period, to participate in class discussions, role-plays, small group/large group activities, and to 
engage in critical thinking.  I will ask you to share your ideas, writing and thinking with other 
students and to engage in course feedback and self-evaluation.  If you miss a class meeting, please 
find out what you missed from other students.  More than three absences and you may be 
dropped from the course.  Three late arrivals or early departures will equal one absence. 

 

2. Lab Observation, Documentation &  Hands-On Experiences:  Observe a group of  chi ldren over 
time as part of your documentation projects. This involves individual investigation, observation 
and data collection in a classroom of young children and time during the class to discuss your 
findings and questions.  
¥ Each student is required to observe a minimum of three hours per week.   A signed 

documentation log is required at the end of this course.  Failure to turn lab documentation 
hours  will result in an “F”. 

¥ Each student will sign up in advance to create, develop and present documentation pieces 
advocating children’s learning through their play in two different domains.  Documentation 
boards, books, (use photographs of children engaged in play, children’s work, and written 
documentation in a professional manner) videos clips of children learning through play, and 
examples of children’s work with written documentation may be used to advocate for learning 
through play. 

¥ Final presentation should document your personal journey of understanding how children 
learn through play and how to set the stage for playful teaching, and the steps you’ve taken to 
advocate for change.  Suggestions to include, but not limited to:  Journal writing, prior 
documentation pieces, samples advocacy work, documentation books, boards, video, etc. on 
your personal journey of growth.  How have you grown?  What have you learned over the 
course of the term?  (I.e., understanding, implementation, and advocacy of playful learning & 
teaching skills, on-line skills, research skills, documentation boards or books, observation 
skills, DAP, etc.) 

 
3. Ini tial &  Final Self -Assessments:  Complete an initial self-assessment on the form provided at the 

beginning of the course and a final self-assessment on the day of the final.  The more thought you 
put into these assessments, the more powerful they will be as a tool for your own learning.  

 

4. Weekly Reflections:  At the end of each class you will be asked to look at your own learning 
experience.  What “ah ha” moments have you had?  What have you specifically learned?   Tell me 
what you learned, NOT the names of activities or topics we covered in class.  Explain the concepts 
and how you might use them, provide examples when appropriate.  Include any questions you 
may still have.  These evaluat ions w i l l  be turned in the fol lowing week, typed on BLUE paper. 

 

5. Journal Assignment:  All students will need to keep a loose leaf typed journal of their thoughts 
and reflections based on the questions at the beginning (First Impressions) and ending (Revisiting 
First Impressions) of each chapter in Playful Learning and Teaching.  Both are due on the first day 
the chapter is to be discussed.  They need to be stapled together.  Include the chapter title and 
number, questions typed out, followed by your reflection, and to include your own self-
assessment grade. When returned keep in a journal for part of your final presentation.   

 

6.  “Teaching StoriesÓ:  Read “Teaching Stories”, share your ideas and thoughts in class, and write a 
3  - 5 page typed paper about your discoveries, reactions, thoughts, and questions after reading 
this book.  This is NOT a summary book report.  See handout for specifics. 
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7. Curriculum Activi ties &  Evaluations:  Students are required to bring in a developmentally 
appropriate activity for the age group they are working with each class meeting we are discussing 
a domain area. i.e., dramatic play, FMS, GMS, creative expression, cooking, science, music & 
movement, language & literacy, logico-mathematical, etc.  Each student will bring in a typed 
write-up of their activity for the instructor and a one page write up for each student and the 
hands-on activity for classmates to experiment with.  You will also do these activities with the 
children and submit your evaluation write up this class meeting.  All students will share a circle 
time activity.  Activities must meet with instructor and head teacher approval prior to working 
with the children.   Students will bring in props to create their dramatic play area with their group 
members. 

 
8. Wri tten Work : All written assignments, journal reflections, evaluations, assessments and forms 

must be professional and written at college level English.  Papers should be clearly organized, 
typed, neat and orderly.  While this is not a writing class, it is a college level course; correct 
spelling, grammar usage and complete sentences and paragraphs are assumed.  This refers to all 
written correspondence including emails. 

 
9. Resource Fi le:  Research, organized and create a curriculum resource portfolio.  It must include a 

minimum of six activities for each curriculum area in an emergent classroom.   
 
ACADEMI C ETHICS 
In this course, students are expected to share ideas, suggestions, resources and information, and are 
often required to work together cooperatively to complete a task.  However, cheating and plagiarism 
will result in an F grade.  This will apply to all persons involved.  Cheating is the act of obtaining or 
attempting to obtain credit for academic work through the use of dishonest, deceptive or fraudulent 
means.  Plagiarism is representing the work of someone else as your own and submitting it to fulfill 
academic requirements. 
 

No la te assignments will be accepted!!!  
 
GRADES 

Participation: 
  Come Prepared & Actively Participate 
 Weekly Evaluations (Blue Sheets) 80 18%   
Documentation: 
 2 Documentation Presentations  100 22%  
 Final Documentation Presentation 50 11%  
Paper: 
 Teaching Stories Book Reflection 50 11%  
Homework: 
 Self-Assessments 20 5%  
 Textbook Journal Reflections 50 11%  
Curriculum Activities: 
 Dramatic Play Prop Materials 10 2.5% 
 3 In Class Hands on Activities  30 6.5% 
 3 Hands on Activities w/Children & Evaluation 30 6.5% 
 Curriculum Resource File       30 6.5% 
 
Total Points  450 100% 

 

Grades wi l l  be calculated as 90+%-A, 80+%-B, 70+%-C, 60+%-D, Below 60%-F 
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WEEKLY CLASS SCHEDULE Ð Spring 2008 
Changes announced in class take precedence over this publ ished schedule and requi rements. 

 

Week Class Dates Topics &  Assignments Reading 
 

 1 1/30 Syllabus & General Information 
¥ Student I nformatio n, I ni tia l  Self -Assessment 

   Childhood Memories     
    
 2 2/6 Student Introductions DAP Part 1 &  2 

¥ Bring a meaningf ul  colle ctio n of  yours to share  
   Understanding Play Playful  Ch 1 

¥ Chapter 1 Journal  Entr ies Due 
    

3 2/13 The Child’s Perspective of Play Playful  Ch 2 
   Types & Kinds of Play DAP Part 3 

¥ Bring a large baggy of  mi scel laneous open-ended 
materials.  Junk drawer i tems.  (i.e., rubber bands, 
yarn, bottle  tops, toothpi cks, f il m canisters, 
wal l paper scraps, dried beans, rocks, paper cli ps, 
feathers, egg or strawberry cartons, toile t paper rolls , 
beads, str i ng, w ir e, nuts, bol ts, screws, etc.) 

¥ Chapter 2 Journal  Entr ies Due 
    

4 2/20 Developmentally Appropriate Practices (DAP) & Playful  Ch 6 
   Observing for Developmental Themes DAP Part 4 &  5 

¥ Bring photos or vi deos of  chil dren engaged i n play 
¥ Chapter 6 Journal Entries Due  

    
 5 2/27 Embedding Play into Curricula Playful  Ch 3 

¥ Bring 1 to 2 dozen photos of  chil dren activ ely  
engaged i n play 

¥ Chapter 3 Journal  Entr ies Due  
    
 6 3/5 The Environment as the Curriculum Playful  Ch 4  

¥ Curriculum boxes, magazines w it h pictures of   DAP 99 - 104 
   Envir onments you l i ke &  disli ke, &  i nfant,  DAP 121 - 123 
   toddler, or preschool  catalogs. DAP 144 - 147 

¥ Chapter 4 Journal  Entr ies Due CC 3 - 64  
¥ Teaching Stories Paper Due  

    
 7 3/12 Connecting Play & Content 

¥ Bring at 3 Acti vit y Books 
¥ Last chance to sign up for 3 curri culum activ itie s  

        
 8 3/19 Playful Learning Through Pretense Playful  Ch 5  

¥ Dramatic  Play Prop Box DAP 115 - 117 
 DAP 155 - 158 
¥ Chapter 5 Journal  Entr ies Due CC 107 Ð 134 

    
   
  3/26 SPRING BREAK 
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WEEKLY CLASS SCHEDULE CONÕT Ð Spring 2008 
Changes announced in class take precedence over this publ ished schedule and requi rements. 

 

Week Class Dates Topics &  Assignments Reading 
 

 9 4/2 Cognitive Development Play Ch 10 
¥ Bring a personal colle cti on of  yours that can be  DAP 110 - 115  

   sorted, classif ied, etc. DAP 147 Ð 154 
¥ Chapter 10 Journal  Entr ies Due 

      
 10 4/9 Outside Play Playful  Ch 7 

¥ Documentati on 
¥ Chapter 7 Journal  Entr ies Due 

    
 11 4/16 Fostering Creative Expression  Playful  Ch 8 

¥ Hands on Creati ve Expression Experience CC 159 - 196 
¥ Documentati on 
¥ Chapter 8 Journal  Entr ies Due 

  Sensory Experiences 
¥ Documentati on 
¥ Hands on Sensory Experiences  

     
 12 4/23 .Language & Literacy Development Playful  Ch 9 

¥ Hands on Language &  Lite racy Experience DAP 104 - 109 
¥ Documentati on CC 217 - 244 
¥ Chapter 9 Journal  Entr ies Due  

   Cooking  CC 197 - 216 
¥ Hands on Cooking Act ivi ty   CC 269 - 294 
¥ Documentati on 

    
 13 4/30 Math & Manipulatives  CC 135 - 158 

¥ Hands on math or manipulative  acti vit y  
¥ Documentati on 
Blocks & Table Top Experiences 
¥ Hands on Experiences wit h blocks or table toys 
¥ Documentati on 

  Science Experiments 
¥ Hands on Science Experiences 
¥ Documentati on 

    
 14 5/7 Music & Movement & Group Time Activities CC 245 Ð 268 
   Present circle time  activi ties  
    
 15 5/14  Final Documentation Presentations 
   (All Students MUST be prepared to present)  
    
 16 5/21 FINAL EXAM    
   Final Self -Assessment Due  
   Final Documentation Presentati ons conti nued  
   Web Act ivi ty  


