ECS 300 Introduction to Early Childhood Studies
Ohlone College — Fall 2008

Instructor: J. Michele McDowell, M.B.A, M.S Ed. Day & Time: Tuesday, 6:009:10
Email: MM cDowell@Ohlone.edu Phone:(510) 9797453
Web Site: www 2.ohlone.edu/ people/ mcdowell Office: CDC, Office 104
REQUIRED TEXTS:

Bredekamp, S, & Copple, C. (1997). Developmentally Appropriate Practices In Early
Childhood Programs, (Revised Ed.) Washington, DC: NAEYC.

Henniger, Michad L., (2002)Teaching Young Children, An Introduction, (4" Ed.) Upper
Saddle River, N.J.: Merrill Prentice Hall.

RECOMMENDED TEXT:
Billman & Sherman, (1996)Observation and Participation in Early Childhood Settings, Allyn
& Baoon
Brazdton, T. Barry & Sanley Greenspan, (2000)The Irreducible Needs of Children,

Also required will be some supplemental reading. The supplemental reading will be in the form of
handouts and supplemental books. Supplemental books may be located in local libraries and
commercial bookstores.

Course Description:

Thisisthe introduction courseto the field of early childhood education. It coversthe history and
development of educational programs for young children. Topicsinclude the role of adults, basic
child development theory, domains of development, play, relationships, curriculum development,
and child guidance. This courseis aprerequisite for the rest of the ECS program. (Formally ECS
103A & 103B(Fills the Department of Social Services (DSS) Curriculum Requirement))

Course Objectives:
Sudents completing the course should be able to:

1. Demonstrate an understanding of theissuesin the field of child development and education
through written work and class participation.

2. ldentify the importance of the role of adultsin the lives of young children through observation
and assessment.

3. Compare and contrag the contributions to the field of Early Childhood Education including
historical, theoretical, and curricular contributions through class projects and group interaction.

4. Demonstrate an understanding and adknowledge of basc observation and assessment methods
in Early Childhood Education through written assignments and class participation.

5. ldentify the components of program planning for young children in the areas of health and safety,
classroom routines and schedules.

6. Demonstrate understanding and application in all areas of the Early Childhood Educational
program, including commu nication, interaction, guidance and discipline, planning, observing,
and reporting through assigned projects, group interaction and written assignments.
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COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Attendance: Attendance at all classesisrequired. Failureto attend will negatively impact the final
grade. If you miss more than three classes your may be dropped from the class. In addition, sudents
must perform 3 hours of lab time per week. The student is responsible for setting up these
arrangements & providing documentation of these hours.

Class Participation: Students will arrive on time, have the required texts and participate
appropriately in class and group activities. Not participating in class discussions, role-plays, small
group activities or dominating class activities will negatively impact your course grade. Cell phones
and pagers must be turned off or to vibrate, if it rings you will be asked to leave for the remainder of
the class.

In Class Assignments: In class assignments and reflections must be completed and turned in the
day of the class. These assignments will not be accepted late. If you miss a class you will not be
allowed to make up the missed in class assignments. These assignments will be based on in class
lecture, videos, discussions, role-plays and the text.

In-Class Activities: Sudents will be prepared to discuss the topic of the week after reading the
corresponding chapter. (See Weekly Schedule.) Other activities include, but are not limited to,
analyzing the content of various videos, participating in group discussions, presentations, small
group adivities, role playing and reading of the text.

Exams, Papers & Projects: All assignments must be completed on the scheduled dates. | will
not accept late assignments. When applicable, work completed outside of class will be typed.
(Handwritten papers will be returned to the student ungraded.) ALL individual work turned in
must be your own. Students are required to do their own reading of materials, you may work
together to synthesize and understand the information, however the written work, exams, and oral
presentations MUST BE YOUR OWN WORK IN YOUR OWN WORDS! Be sure to cite any
quote(s) you use. Any plagiarism will result in an OF.

Lab Assignments: All students MUST keep a weekly log of their lab hours and have the log
signed each week by the supervising teacher or director. Lab assignment descriptions will be handed
in advance of their due date. All observation assignments must be turned in by the due dates. No
late papers will be accepted. When applicable, all work should be typed.

Group Paper & Presentation: Studentswill work in small groups doing research on one of the
following curriculum philosophies: Emergent, High Scope, Montessori, Project Approach, Reggio
Emilio, and Traditional. Research will include locating, reading, and synthesizing information from
the Internet, journal articles, and books on the philosophies, and observations on this type of
curriculum. Each group will submit a written paper on their philosophy, prepare a one-page
synopsis for each class member, and present the philosophy to their fellow students. Presentations
should educate your classmates on the philosophy. Consider including the following: visual aides,
props, examples of materials, resources, documentation boards, and videos.

Lab Log: A log of all lab hours must be keep by the student. Students are required to sign in the
visitorsOlog at the front reception desk. You must have your head teacher initial you in and out.
Also you must have the head teacher or Ste Director sign off after each observation and then sign at
the end of theterm. 541lag hours are required for this course, and less than 42 hours and you will fail
the course. Students must complete a minimum of 3 hours per week. All lag log information MUST
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be in INK, no photocopies allowed. The student must keep a running subtotal for credit. If the
visitorsdog does not match your lab log you will considered to have cheated and will fail the course.

NOTE: all assignments are due on the date listed on the syllabus or the lab and class assignment
schedules. Papers should be clearly organized, typed, neat, and orderly. While thisis not a writing
class, it is a college level course. Correct spelling, proper grammar using complete sentences and
paragraphs are assumed. If your writing skills are not at college level you will be required to work
with atutor on all written assignments and must be signed off by the tutor. All assignments must be
your own work in your own words. (Some students may want to consider taking one of the
recommended English courses prior to this course.)

ACADEMIC ETHICS

In this course, sudents are expected to share ideas, suggestions, resources and information, and are
often required to work together cooperatively to complete a task. However, cheating and plagiarism
will result in a Fgrade. Thiswill apply to all personsinvolved.

Cheating is the ad of obtaining or attempting to obtain credit for academic work through the use of
dishonest, deceptive or fraudulent means. Plagiarism is representing the work of someone else as
your own and submitting it to fulfill academic requirements.

Point System for Grades:

1. Participation/ In Class Assignments 75 points 9.5%
2. Observations & Assignments 100 points 125 %
3. Study Guide Assignments (5 pts each) 170 points 21.5%
4. Informational Interview (2" optional for 25 pt extra aredit) 50 points 6.5 %
5. Midterm 100 points 125 %
6. Group Paper 100 points 125 %
7. Group Presentation 100 points 125 %
9. Final Exam 100 mints 125%

TOTAL: 795 pints 100%
Grades will be calculated as follows:

100- 90%- A, 89D80%- B, 79D70%- C, 69D60%- D, 59%& Below DF

On Line Study Guide Assignments: After reading the chapter and before attending class
log on to www.prenhall.com/ henniger. Click on the 4" edition of Teaching Young Children. Select the
appropriate chapter from the bar acoss the top of the page. Read the overview and then select
Osudy GuidesO n the left hand column. Complete the Multiple Choice and True/ False study guide
quizzes. After completing each quiz submit for grade and then submit o me at
MMcDowell@hlone.edu using HTML. [will ONLY accept them in HTML format not in text or as
an attachment. Sudy Guide Quizzes may be submitted asearly asyou like, however they will not
count for credit if received late (after the start of the class the week the chapter wasto be read.)
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WEEKLY CLASS SCHEDULE

Introduction to Early Childhood Studies

Changes announced in class take precedence over this published schedule and requirements.

Week Date
1 Sept 2
2 Sept 9"
3 Sept 16"
4 Sept 23
5 Sept 30"
6 Oct 7"
7 Oct 14"
8 Oct 21*
9 Oct 28"
10 Nov 4"
11 Nov 11
12 Nov 18"
13 Nov 25"
14 Dec 2
15 Dec 8"
17 Dec 15%

*

Topic
Syllabus, General Information & Introductions

Overview of the Profession
Types of Programs

Activity Planning & Assessment/ Observations
DAP

Historical Contexts

Understanding How a Child Develops & Learns
Child ren Need at What Stage

DAP Observation & Paper Due

Piaget & Vygotsky
Informational Interview Due

Play in Childhood

Guiding Young Child ren
Piagetian Task Observation Due

Working with Parents, Families, & Communities
Diversity Issues & Young Children
Narrative Observation on Play Due

Planning for the Physical Environment: Indoors
Planning the Physical Environment: Outdoors
Narrative Observations on Guidance Due
Curriculum & Activities

(Need to read for Group Paper & Presentation)

Learning Environment Checklist Due
Curriculum Art

Veteran’s Day Holiday - NO CLASS

Exam
(DAP, TYC Chapters 1 -11)

Group Presentation - Montessori Method

Reading

TYC Ch 1*
TYC Ch 3*

TYC Ch 11*
DAP Part1 & 2

TYC Ch 2*
TYC Ch 4*
DAP Parts 3,4,5

TYC Ch 5*
TYC 6*

TYC Ch 7*
TYC Ch 8*

TYC Ch 9*
TYC Ch 10*

TYC (Ch12,13,14,15,1617)"

(ALL Group Papers & Final Exam Essay Questions Due)

Group Presentation - High Scope
Group Presentation - Reggio Emilia

FINAL EXAM

(Curriculum Philosophies, Chapters 3, 12,13, 14, 15, 16, 17)

On-line study guides are due before class on the day the chapter is assigned. It must be

submitted in HTML format for credit, I will accept study in advance, but not late.
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1 These chapters must be read prior to the midterm and used in you paper/presentation you will

be tested on this subject matter on the final. These on-line study guides are due two ver week

starting the 21° of November. I will accept them earlier but not late.

YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE for giving Admissions and Records a drop form if you drop this course.
I MAY DROP YOU after three absences if your commitment is unclear to me.
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