Sample References: APA Format (6th edition)
Bracketed numbers indicate relevant sections from the Publication manual of the American Psychological
Association, 6th ed.

This edition of the manual makes heavy use of the DOI (Digital Object Identifier) for electronic
sources. The Techweb encyclopedia defines a DOI as being “A method of applying a persistent
name to documents, publications and other resources on the Internet rather than using a URL,
which can change over time.” DOIs are often, but not always, available from library database
records.

Books & Electronic Books
Printed book [7.02]
Author, A., & Author, B. (Year). Title of work. Location: Publisher.
Baier, S., & Schomaker, M. Z. (1986). Bed number ten. Boca Raton, FL: CRC Press.
Printed book, editor [7.02]
Editor, A. (Ed.). (Year). Title of work. Location: Publisher.
Easton, T. A. (Ed.). (2008). Taking sides: Clashing views in science, technology and society (8th
ed.). Boston, MA: McGraw-Hill.
Electronic book, DOI available [7.02]
Author, A., & Author, B. (Year). Title of work. doi:xxxxx
Swinnen, J. F., & Rozelle, S. (2006). From Marx and Mao to the market: The economics and
politics of agricultural transition. doi:10.1093/0199288917.001.00001

Electronic book, DOI not available [7.02]
Author, A. (Year). Title of work. Retrieved from http://www.xxxxx
If there is no DOI, give a URL, such as that of the library database.
Desai, S. R. (2007). Lung cancer. Retrieved from http://www.netlibrary.com/
Chapter in a book [7.02]
Author, A., & Author, B. (Year). Title of chapter or entry. In A. Editor (Ed.), Title of book (pp.
xx-xx). Location: publisher.
Hitchings, H., & Gordon, H. Re-feeding syndrome. (2008). In C. Best (Ed.), Nutrition: A
handbook for nurses (pp. 167-182). Chichester, England: Wiley-Blackwell.
Article in a reference book with no author given [7.02]
Title of entry. (Year). In Title of reference work (xx ed., Vol. xx, pp. xxx-xxx). Location:
Publisher.
Leboyer method. (2009). In D. Venes (Ed.), Taber’s cyclopedic medical dictionary (21st ed., p.
1311). Philadelphia, PA: F. A. Davis.

Magazine, Journal & Newspaper Articles
Electronic journal articles with DOIs [7.01.1]
Author, A., Author, B., & Author, C. (Year). Title of article. Title of periodical, xx, pp-pp.
doi:xxxxx

Hulse, R. S., Stuart-Shor, E., & Russo, J. (2010). Endoscopic procedure with a modified Reiki
intervention: A pilot study. Gastroenterology Nursing, 33, 20-26.
doi:10.1097/SGA.0b013e3181ca03b9
Electronic journal articles without DOIs [7.01.2]
Author, A. (Year). Title of article. Title of periodical, xx, pp-pp. Retrieved from
http://www.xxxxxx
If there is no DOI, give a URL, such as that of the library database.
Hochman, B. (2002). The reading habit and 'The Yellow Wallpaper.' American Literature, 74,
89-111. Retrieved from
http://web.ebscohost.com/ehost/search?vid=1&hid=11&sid=5807095b-b998-48fc-ba02f23d603010f6%40sessionmgr13
Journal articles, print [7.01.2]
Author, A., Author, B., Author, C., Author, D., Author, E., Author, F., … Author, X. (Year).
Title of article. Title of periodical, xx, pp-pp.
When there are eight or more authors, type the first six authors’ names, then type three ellipsis
points, then add the last author’s name. [6.27]
Levine, J. R., Thadani, R., Qian, C., Lam, C., Lim, K. H., Yu, K. F., … Karumanchi, S.A.
(2005). Urinary placental growth factor and risk of preeclampsia. Journal of the
American Medical Association, 293, 77-85.

Magazine articles, print [7.01.7]
Author, A. (Year, month). Title of article. Name of journal, xx(x), pp-pp.
Beard, H. (2009, Sep.) The doctor(s) will see you now. Essence, 40(5), 157-160.
Magazine articles, retrieved online [7.01.8]
Author, A. (Year, month). Title of article. Name of journal, xx(x), pp-pp. Retrieved from
http://www.xxxxxx
Hobson, K. (2009, Feb.) Colon cancer. U.S. News & World Report, 146(1), 72-72. Retrieved
from http://www.usnews.com/
Newspaper articles, print [7.01.10]
Author, A. (Year, month day). Title of article. Name of newspaper, p. section number page
number.
Wong, Danielle. (2010, January 1). Billboards lure patients south. Toronto Star, GT03.
Newspaper articles, retrieved online [7.01.11]
Author, A. (Year, month day). Title of article. Name of newspaper. Retrieved from
http://www.xxxxxx
Give a URL, such as that of the library database, or of the newspaper home page.
Note that the month is not abbreviated when you are also giving the day. [6.28]
Sharp, Darek. (2009, October 7). Sister takes on incurable disease. Tampa Tribune.
http://www.tampatrib.com

Web Sites
Informally published Web site [7.09.61]
Author, A. (if available). (Year). Title of the Web site. Retrieved from http://www.xxxxxx
Include retrieval dates if the material may change over time, such as for wikis. [6.32]
Kittle, Peter. (2004). English 101: Genre Responses. Retrieved from
http://www.csuchico.edu/~pkittle/101/ genres.html
If the author is not available, start with the title. [6.27]
U.S. National Library of Medicine. (2010). Colonoscopy. Retrieved from
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/colonoscopy.html
Internet message boards, electronic mailing lists, and other online communities [7.11]
Author, A. (Year, month day). Title of post [Description of form]. Retrieved from
http://www.xxxxxx
Namisha. (2010, February 7). Is there a required age to get a colonoscopy? [Online forum
comment]. Retrieved from http://www.healthcaremagic.com/community/Cancer/Isthere-a-Required-Age-to-get-a-Colonoscopy-/31066
Stand Up to Cancer. (2008, October 16). Katie Couric's colonoscopy [Video file]. Retrieved
from http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=15JsYSZIT-Q

There are also citation examples for other types of documents that are not covered above. Other
types of documents include dissertations, research reports, and government documents. For
more information, see chapter 7 of the Publication Manual.
For citing references in text, see sections 6.11 to 6.21.
For sample papers, see pages 40 to 59.

